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Figure 5.4. Schematic drawings of cascade geometries for (a) a high-energy light ion such as a 5
MeV 4He ion and (b) a moderate energy heavy ion such as an 88 keV 235U ion. The light ion (a)
produces a dilute displacement cascade with a characteristic “pearls-on-a-string” geometry. The
heavy ion (b) produces a dense cascade in which all the atoms in the interior of the cascade are set in
motion in a process known as a displacement spike.
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