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The Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), in 
collaboration with the EU project GENNETEC (http://gennetec.csregistry.org/), is 
organizing the conference "From biological networks to cellular function: 
evolution, dynamics and spatial organization", to take place at ICTP in Trieste, 
Italy on June 10-12, 2009. This will be preceded by an introductory School (8-9 
June) on the subjects of the conference. 
 
Fundamental questions about the architecture, evolution and function of biological 
networks are increasingly approached from many complementary viewpoints, 
ranging from molecular genetics and evolutionary biology, to bioinformatics and 
statistical physics. By bringing together top-level researchers from different 
disciplines, the conference aims at fostering discussion and advancing in our 
understanding in key subjects such as: the architecture, evolution and function of 
regulatory networks, the interplay between chromosome geometry and gene 
function and regulation, optimality principles in the description of biological 
networks, the multilevel nature of biological networks, from the cellular to the 
ecosystem level. In line with ICTP's mission this activity aims at bridging scientific 
communities of developing countries with those of developed ones. 
 
 
Participation 
 
The activity is open to researchers and students from member countries of the United Nations, 
UNESCO or IAEA with a background in areas related to the topic. As it will be conducted in 
English, participants should have an adequate working knowledge of that language. Although 
the principal objective of the ICTP is to help research workers from developing countries, 
through a programme of training activities within a framework of international cooperation, 
scientists from developed countries are also welcome to attend.  
 
Every effort should be made by candidates to secure support. However, limited funds are 
available for some participants (for accommodation or airfare), who are nationals of, and 
working in, a developing country, and who are not more than 40 years old.  Participants are 
required to take part in all aspects of this activity for its entire duration. There is no 
registration fee. 
 
HOW TO APPLY FOR PARTICIPATION 
 
Candidates should complete and submit the Online Application that can be found at: 
http://agenda.ictp.it/smr.php?2041. Comprehensive instructions will guide you step-by-step on how to 
fill out and submit the application form. Kindly send all file attachments in Word or Acrobat format. 
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ORGANIZING COMITTEE: 
 

M. Aguier (Ecole Centrale Paris, France) 
W. Banzhaf (Univ. Newfoundland, Canada) 

G. Bianconi (ICTP, Trieste, Italy) 

R. Dilao (IST, Lisbon, Portugal) 

S. Franz (Univ. Paris Sud, France) 

F. Képès (Genopole, Evry, France)  

M. Lässig (Univ. Cologne, Germany) 

O. Martin (Univ. Paris-Sud, France) 

D. Segré (Boston Univ. USA) 

M. Weigt (ISI, Turin, Italy) 

 LOCAL ORGANIZER:
 

M. Marsili (ICTP, Trieste, Italy)
 

 

INVITED SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
 
Madan Babu (Univ. Cambridge) 
Frédéric Boccard (CNRS Paris) 
Christoph Cremer (Kirchhof Institute) 
Vincent Danos (Univ. Edinburgh) 
Oliver Ebenhoeh(MPI Potsdam) 
Johann Elf (Linneaus Center Uppsala) 
Albert Goldbeter (Univ. Libre Brussels) 
Terry Hwa (Univ. California San Diego) 
Sanjay Jain (Delhi Univ.) 
Edo Kussell (New York Univ.) 
Sergei Maslov (Brookhaven National Lab) 
Cristian Micheletti (SISSA, Trieste) 
Erik van Nimwegen (Univ. Basel) 
Luca Peliti (Univ. Naples) 
Dominique Schneider (UJF Grenoble) 
Kim Sneppen (NBI, Univ. Copenhagen) 
Andrew Travers (MRC Lab Cambridge) 
Massimo Vergassola (Inst. Pasteur Paris) 
Andreas Wagner (Univ. Zurich) 
Gunter P. Wagner (Yale Univ.) 
Riccardo Zecchina (Politecnico Turin) 
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