
Abstract: Communicating science on the web 

The concept of digital scholarship is increasingly generating interest across the 
university sector as academics seek to utilise the potential of the web to 
communicate to, and engage with, publics. New challenges and opportunities are 
being addressed as academics work with peers (and sometimes also with user 
communities) to envisage, theorise and instantiate new places, spaces and methods 
for communication and engagement. In so doing, digital scholars are working to 
identify (and increasingly to assess) more effective ways of generating, representing, 
circulating and debating scientific knowledge in the public sphere. 

This wider context for communicating science in the information age can be 
characterised as both dynamic and disruptive. Developments with digital 
technologies relate closely to emerging social practices, and how these inform, and 
are informed by, media, forms and interactions with audiences, users and 
participations. In turn these acts of communication are influencing, and are 
influenced by, the political economy of professional media and user-generated 
content, and the introduction of political and institutional governance and policies. 
Together this wider context provides opportunities and challenges for science 
communication practitioners and researchers, but also for audiences and user 
communities. 

In this lecture, I will explore the dynamic relationship between digital scholarship, 
digital media and public participation and how this is influencing how the sciences 
are represented in the digitally-mediated public sphere. 
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