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•Networking, connectivity, key influencers 

•Examples from my experience 

•Where you can go for more information 
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Stand out from the crowd 
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Social media – the big 5 

Google+ LinkedIn Facebook Twitter Youtube 
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What can Social media do  
for entrepreneurs? 

 Networking (building relationships) 

Analysing potential markets 

Competitor review  

Participation in online forums 

Demonstrate your solution 

Get customers 

GET FUNDING 
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Conventional sources of funds 

Shareholders and directors’ own monies, credit cards, bootstrapping 

Family, friends  

Research institutes 

Government grants, R&D tax credits, competitions 

Clearing banks (overdrafts, short or medium term loans) 

Hire purchase and leasing 

Venture capital 

Corporate funds 

Crowdfunding 

Factoring and invoice discounting 

Entrepreneurship Workshop for Physicists and Engineers 
ICTP-Trieste, Italy   
March 31  – April 4, 2014 



Richard Brooks 

Innovative sources of funds 

Crowdinvesting 

Peer to Peer funding 

Options to buy 

Competitions, prizes and awards  e.g .Milner & Stars of 
Science 

Incubators & Accelerators 

Angel investor groups 
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Examples equity “crowdfunding” 
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http://www.crowdcube.com/ 
http://www.seedrs.com/ 
http://www.syndicateroom.com 
https://www.investingzone.com/ 
https://www.sharein.com/help/faq/4/about-sharein 
www.squareknot.co.uk 
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Examples “crowdfunding” 

Trampoline 
Systems 
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Examples Grants, Competitions 
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www.j4bgrants.co.uk 
  
https://www.innovateuk.org 
 
http://www.starsofscience.com/sos/en/ 
 

http://www.j4bgrants.co.uk/
https://www.innovateuk.org/
https://www.innovateuk.org/
https://www.innovateuk.org/
http://www.starsofscience.com/sos/en/
http://www.starsofscience.com/sos/en/


Entrepreneurship Workshop for Scientists and Engineers 
Mexico   
December 2-6, 2013 

Richard Brooks 



Richard Brooks 

Summary 

Network, network, network 

Key influencers, accelerators and incubators 

Crowdinvesting/ Peer to peer/options 

Be aware of current trends 
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Where to look for help 
 

Your local resources-  

http://www.innocentive.com/ 

http://www.crowdsourcing.org/caps#7925 

http://www.economist.com/science-technology 

http://www.fundmap.co.uk/ektn/ 
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Exercise for connections 

Find a key 
influencer/mentor  
for your business 

Find a forum that 
would be helpful for 
your business, and 

explain why 

Find a video online 
that may be 

beneficial to you 

You have 
10minutes to 
complete and 

then 2 minutes 
to say what you 

found. 
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richard.brooks@fdsolutions.uk.com 
 

 www.fdsolutions.uk.com 
 

http://fdsolutions.uk.com/workshop-materials/ 
  
Password to access documents :Password1234 

 
 

Entrepreneurship Workshop for Physicists and Engineers 
ICTP-Trieste, Italy   
March 31  – April 4, 2014 

http://www.fdsolutions.uk.com/
http://fdsolutions.uk.com/workshop-materials/
http://fdsolutions.uk.com/workshop-materials/
http://fdsolutions.uk.com/workshop-materials/

