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Pugwash Conferences on 
Science and World Affairs 





Soviet-American Disarmament Study Group,
bilateral offshoot of Pugwash



James Voorhees, Dialogue Sustained:The Mul3level Peace Process and 
the Dartmouth Conference (United States Ins(tute of Peace, 2002)

The Dartmouth Conferences
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International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War



Nevada-Semipalatinsk Movement



Natural Resources Defense 
Council/Soviet Academy of 

Sciences Seismic 
Verification Project





Mary Kaldor





http://www.iwm.org.uk/upload/package/22/greenham/index.htm

Protesters at the Greenham 
Common Peace Camp, 1984 

Women protesting the 
stationing of nuclear weapons 
at the site maintained a 
presence at the site for 19 
years from 5 September 1981. 



Seneca (NY) Army Depot
Women’s Peace Encampment,

early 1980s

More photos and history: http://peacecampherstory.blogspot.com/2007/06/thanks-to-nancy-and-judi-of-womens_11.html



Wolność i Pokój (WiP) Freedom and Peace

http://tezeusz.pl/cms/tz/index.php?id=2083

http://tezeusz.pl/cms/tz/index.php?id=2083


Mitglieder der Gruppe Ini/a/ve Frieden und 
Menschenrechte [members of the Group 
Ini2a2ve for Peace and Human Rights]
Ost-Berlin, um 1986 
Photographie Ulrike Poppe, Berlin 
© Stiftung Haus der Geschichte der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland
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Frank von Hippel           Andrei Sakharov Randall Forsberg  Gennadii Gerasimov

Thomas Cochran       Evgenii Velikhov Evgenii Chazov     Bernard Lown



“In fifteen years the participants of this 
movement have examined many important 
proposals having substantial significance for 
the resolution of problems of disarmament and 
the achievement of a reduction in international 
tensions. Several of these proposals later 
became subjects of examination at the 
government level and were used in working out 
international agreements and treaties.”

“Proekt (dokladnyi zapiski) v Prezidium Akademii nauk SSSR ob itogakh 15-ti letnei deiatelnosti
Paguoshskogo dvizheniia uchenykh,” September 24, 1972, M. Millionshchikov papers, fond 1713, 
opis’ 2, delo I.5.2, no. 209, Archive of the Academy of Sciences of the Russian Federation.

A Soviet assessment of the 
accomplishments of Pugwash (1972)



Among the 
agreements that, in 
Millionshchikov’s
view, resulted from 
Pugwash 
proposals, he lists:

• Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty
• Limited Test-Ban Treaty
• Seabed Treaty
• Biological Weapons Convention 
• Antiballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty
• SALT I Treaty



“The importance of the Pugwash meetings consists precisely in the fact 
that a dialogue takes place there between people who know the 
problems well and who can unofficially inform those government bodies 
which deal with these problems through state-to-state channels.”
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Participants included Thomas 
Schelling, Henry Kissinger, Walt 
Rostow, McGeorge Bundy, 
Abram Chayes, Morton 
Halperin, Jerome Weisner, 
Milton Katz, Paul Doty. 

Paul Doty

Jerome WiesnerGeorge Kistiakowsky

Harvard-MIT Arms Control Seminar, circa 1960
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TARGET ING THE OTHER SID E ’S
PUBL IC OP IN IO N /LEG IS LATURE : SDI

You people are saying that if we go ahead with Star Wars, 
there can be no disarmament.  I agree, but you should 
turn it around.  You should see that if both sides go ahead 
with disarmament, there can be no Star Wars.  
Disarmament in and of itself might be the answer to Star 
Wars.  With offensive reductions underway, there 
would be no political support for Star Wars [in the 
United States].  On the other hand, if there are no 
offensive reductions in prospect, there will be all the more 
support for Star Wars.  You need political restraints, not 
further legal assurances concerning the 
ABM treaty. Jeremy Stone, FAS

Moscow, April 1985



Main Transnational Organizations
Transnational Strategies

• Joint Policy Proposals
• Target Other Side’s Public Opinion/Legislature
• Direct Action

Successes, partial successes, and failures of the 
transnational movements
Comparing the Cold War to Today

• Factors influencing cooperation
• The role of China and Russia
• Lessons/Questions

OUTLINE



Direct Action: Greenpeace

1971 Amchitka, 
Alaska

1982 Leningrad,       
USSR

1985 Aukland, 
New Zealand

Daniel Ellsberg
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Some successes and partial successes
of the transnational movement

• Restraints on nuclear testing

• Limits on ballistic-missile defenses

• Withdrawal of short- and intermediate-
range nuclear missiles

• Defensive restructuring and withdrawal 
of Soviet troops from Europe

• Acceptance of intrusive on-site inspections



Arms Control Treaties
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Khrushchev: “Missiles are not 
cucumbers, one cannot eat 
them and one does not require 
more than a certain number in 
order to ward off an attack.”*

Eisenhower: “Every gun that is made, 
every warship launched, every rocket fired 
signifies, in the final sense, a theft from 
those who hunger and are not fed, those 
who are cold and are not clothed.”**

**Khrushchev remarks in Pravda, 29 May 1960.

Economic Constraints

*Eisenhower’s Chance for Peace speech, 16 April 1953.
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Foreign-Policy Linkage

US War in Vietnam
(1964-1973)

Soviet invasions of 
Czechoslovakia (1968) and Afghanistan (1979)



What other factors besides domestic structure and 
strategies influenced Soviet-American transnational 

security cooperation?
• Strategic context: “parity” (for both)
• Economic costs of arms race and memory of World War II 

(genuine fear of nuclear war) favor restraint (mainly USSR)
• Popular activism favors restraint (mainly USA)
• Respect for scientists give them privileged 

access to leadership (USSR)
• Scientists compete for access with other groups (USA)
• “Linkage” may hinder cooperation (for both)

• to other aspects of foreign policy
• to internal politics, human rights



Morris Pripstein,."Sakharov, scientists, and human rights; a personal recollection,”
Andrei Sakharov: facets of a life (1991)

Human-Rights Linkage
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What lessons of the Soviet-American 
transnational nuclear engagement might 

apply to Chinese-American relations?
There are many differences between the Soviet and the 
Chinese situations:

• The Soviet economy was always smaller than the US 
one and in relative decline from the 1970s; the 
Chinese economy is strong and growing relative to the 
US one.

• Soviet-American transnational relations at a non-
governmental level were rare during the Cold War; 
Chinese-American relations are much more extensive, 
so contacts between arms-control scientists are not so 
“special.”



What lessons of the Soviet-American 
transnational nuclear engagement might 

apply to Chinese-American relations?

More questions than answers:
• In the absence of “parity” would economic concerns or 

fear of nuclear war lead the Chinese government to 
favor nuclear restraint?

• Do scientists enjoy privileged access to Chinese 
authorities and could the Chinese leaders implement 
their recommendations in the face of opposition from 
other institutions of the security establishment?

• Would “linkage” politics hinder cooperation?
• Regarding foreign policy (trade or conflict over 

South China Sea)
• Regarding human rights (situation in Xinjiang)



Finally…what about Russia?

• Will Russia ever be ready to return to 
arms control negotiations with the United 
States?

• After the invasion of Ukraine, can Russia 
be trusted to abide by agreements?

• Will involving China make for difficult 
three-way negotiations?

• Can the transnational scientists’ coalition 
of Russian/US/European supporters of 
arms control be revived?



Thank you


