
Some Screenshots: Examples of APS Web Resources
and Offerings in Education, Careers, Mentoring, Public

Engagement...and More!
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The Effective Practices for Physics Programs (EP3) initiative is a
collaborative effort between the American Physical Society (APS) and
the American Association of Physics Teachers (AAPT) to promote
high-quality physics education. EP3 empowers departments to engage
with intentional and effective change by building capacity, engaging in
cyclic self-reflection, embracing shared action and leadership, and
leveraging accreditation and program review as tools. These processes
involve continued self-reflection, assessment, and improvement that
draws on evidence-based practices and resources. Effective change
influences strong departmental culture, which in turn influences and
enables effective change.

The initiative maintains a Guide (EP3Guide.org), an online living document that will be regularly updated and
expanded. An inherent challenge is that local contexts have a significant impact on what effective change will
look like; there is no single “silver bullet” or single “best practice”. As a result, the Guide offers a range of
effective practices and actionable implementation strategies for department leaders and change agents to
consider and adapt. EP3 synthesized contributions from over 250 individuals, including content experts and
practitioners throughout higher education (e.g., department chairs, faculty, administrators), national
laboratories, and the private sector. The Guide currently includes 28 sections including Recruiting of
Undergraduate Physics Majors; Retention of Undergraduate Physics Majors; Advising and Mentoring of
Students; Preparing
Students for Graduate
School in Physics and
Related Fields;
Computational Skills; and
Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion. Finally, the
Guide includes a Toolkit
for Departments Under
Threat, which was
developed based on over
50 interviews with
administrators and physics
faculty facing a variety of
threats. There are also
Goal Maps to help users
identify relevant Guide
sections for departmental
goals, such as improving
student satisfaction or
leading a strong
department.

https://ep3guide.org/


Support physicists to be  
effective ambassadors  
for physics

Widespread participation  
in physics engagement

APS PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Contact public-engagement@aps.org to collaborate

JOINT NETWORK FOR INFORMAL PHYSICS EDUCATION 
AND RESEARCH (JNIPER)
JNIPER is a community of practice for physicists involved in public 
engagement. JNIPER workshops and activities can support your Unit in 
learning effective ways to engage with the public on physics topics and 
how to assess and advocate for your public engagement work. 

SCIENCE TRUST
The Science Trust Project equips physicists to more effectively address 
misinformation about science, with an approach of strengthening 
relationships between scientists and the public. The Science Trust 
Project provides members access to a network of physicists who are 
interested in addressing misinformation as well as a variety of training 
opportunities that can be customized for your Unit.

WIKI SCIENTIST
Put your Unit’s knowledge into action by sponsoring an APS Wiki 
Scientist Course or edit-a-thon focused on your Unit’s  area of expertise. 
You will learn how to edit and update Wikipedia pages and Wikidata 
entries in order to improve the public’s access to physics knowledge, 
raise awareness of the accomplishments of marginalized groups within 
physics, and grow your science communication skills.

PHYSICSQUEST
PhysicsQuest has served teachers and children across the US 
for almost two decades. The program engages children in 
inquiry-based physics activities to demonstrate that physics 
can be fun and accessible. It aims to empower teachers to 
teach physics with current, student-centered practices in which 
children experience what it means to do physics and inspire 
them to continue learning.

Our three expert model enlists APS members as content experts for 
activity development; partnered with public engagement staff and 
teachers as instructional expert  to develop high quality curricula. We 
would develop activities around your Unit’s content and research and 
featured on the cover.

PHYSICISTS TO-GO
Physicists To-Go pairs science professionals with K-12 classrooms. 
Physicists share their knowledge and passion for science with 
the next generation. Educators can show their students the 
many discoveries and innovations brought to us by physics. 
We would host a special cycle partnering your Unit’s members 
with classrooms (K-College) across the country to support the 
PhysicsQuest content and further the reach of your field.

APS Public Engagement, an integral part of the Office of Public Affairs, wants to extend an invitation 
to APS Units to collaborate with us to elevate your unit’s public engagement efforts and  empower unit 
members as influential ambassadors for physics. Through this partnering, your content expertise and 
enthusiasm for physics along with our support and expertise in connecting with diverse audiences 
comes together to develop and design initiatives with high impact. From community engagement 
initiatives to dynamic educational events, APS Public Engagement aims to create enduring partnerships, 
allowing audiences to delve into the fascinating interests and cutting-edge research of your unit, and for 
members to grow their skills and increase the impact and quality of their research. 

Join us in sparking a meaningful dialogue, making physics accessible, and strengthening the relationship 
between scientists and the public. Contact us now to explore the possibilities of impactful collaboration.



 Building A Thriving Physics Community 

 APS is dedicated to empowering physicists throughout their professional journeys by offering expert 

 support and guidance in the realm of Public Engagement. Our mission is to equip members of the 

 physics community with the necessary tools and knowledge to serve as effective ambassadors for their 

 field. With a vision of fostering widespread participation in physics engagement, we strive to create 

 opportunities for meaningful interaction and collaboration within the scientific community and beyond. 

 International Year of Quantum (IYQ) 
 The 2025 International Year of Quantum Science and Technology is a 
 global initiative that aims to strengthen national capacities in the basic 
 sciences and science education. Detailed event and activity 
 preparation and organization begins now! If you have ideas for 
 quantum education or public engagement activities, or want to learn 
 about other ways to participate, reach out to the organizers at 
 info@quantum2025.org. 
HigherEd Faculty/Staff
Graduate Students
Undergraduate Students
Industry/Government Physicists

 quantum2025.org 

 Joint Network for Informal Physics Educators and 
 Researchers (JNIPER) 
 JNIPER is a community of practice for physicists engaged in 
 designing, facilitating, or studying informal physics learning (i.e. 
 public engagement) activities and programs. Students, faculty, or 
 other professionals looking to get started in public engagement, or to 
 level- up their current engagement efforts, are encouraged to join 
 JNIPER at our next coffee hour, workshop, or on Slack! 
Graduate Students

 aps.org/programs/outreach/jniper 
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Undergraduate Students
HigherEd Faculty/Staff
Industry/Government Physicists

 Physicists To-Go / Quantum To-Go 
 The goal of Physicists To-Go and Quantum To-Go is to inspire K-12 
 students to pursue physics, science, and technology careers by 
 matching classrooms with physics and quantum professionals. This 
 class visit (virtual) outreach program offers faculty and professionals 
 within the field of physical science, engineering, and technology an 
 opportunity to participate in community-building activities. 
Graduate Students
Industry/Government Physicists
HigherEd Faculty/Staff
K-12 Educators

 aps.org/programs/outreach/physi 
 ciststogo.cfm 

 PhysicsQuest 
 The aim of PhysicsQuest is to introduce students to the basic 
 concepts of physics, through fun experiments that will sustain their 
 interest in math and science. We partner with members to develop 
 lessons as content experts and teachers as pedagogy experts to test 
 lessons. Whether for your science class, home school group, science 
 club, or after-school program, PhysicsQuest can be a valuable tool to 
 spark that interest. 
Graduate Students
HigherEd Faculty/Staff
K-12 Educators

 https://aps.org/programs/outreac 
 h/physicsquest/index.cfm 

 Science Trust Project 
 The Science Trust Project equips physicists with research-based 
 communication skills to more effectively address misinformation about 
 science in their communities. The Science Trust Project provides 
 members access to a network of physicists who are interested in 
 addressing misinformation, and a variety of training opportunities 
 including webinars, workshops, and other resources. 
Graduate Students
Undergraduate Students

 aps.org/programs/science-trust.cf 
 m 
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HigherEd Faculty/Staff
Industry/Government Physicists

 STEP UP 
 STEP UP is a national community of physics teachers, researchers, 
 and professional societies mobilizing to engage young women in 
 physics. STEP UP designs high school physics lessons (that can also 
 be used in undergraduate classrooms) to empower teachers, create 
 cultural change, and inspire young women to pursue physics in 
 college. 
Graduate Students
HigherEd Faculty/Staff
K-12 Educators

 stepupphysics.org 

 Wiki Scientist 
 Put your knowledge and expertise into action by taking an APS Wiki 
 Scientist Course. You will learn how to edit and update Wikipedia 
 pages and Wikidata entries in order to improve the public’s access to 
 physics knowledge, raise awareness of the accomplishments of 
 marginalized groups within physics, and grow your science 
 communication skills. 
Graduate Students
Undergraduate Students
HigherEd Faculty/Staff
Industry/Government Physicists

 aps.org/programs/outreach/wiki-c 
 ourse.cfm 
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