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- MSc opportunities, usually you need your own funding. Use Google/Ecosia to search 
for opportunities

- PhD scholarships are usual, but they are competitive.
- https://www.findaphd.com/ or https://academicpositions.com/
- Ask your professors for specific sites for the field of your interest (for example for 

HEP we use INSPIRE).  Also talk to fellow students applying for PhDs.   

Applications
- Read eligibility carefully
- Read how to apply carefully. If you miss documentation they may not read the 

application
- Read about the place you want to study, why do you want to study there? 
- Read about the professors areas of research, read up about the big picture of the 

research field.
- Reference/Recommendation letters are very important.

https://www.findaphd.com/
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CV

- include all  research or project work you have done, and presentations, posters. 

- Add as much information about your lab work or anything you have done to show your skills. 

Motivation letter 

- explain your plans, what research you are interested in and how it aligns with the research at the 

university and that of the professors.

- Remember each application may get hundreds of applications. Why should they choose you? Try to 

cultivate skills, do online courses, and communicate your skills, computing skills, research 

experience well.
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Interview

- If you get an interview do some practice before. Prepare answers and read up about the research 

area. 

- Why do you want to do this topic?

- Why do you want to study at this university/ research department?

- Speak clearly and slowly, and communicate well, don’t talk too long or be verbose.

- If you don’t know something, say you don’t know, but also try to work it out and give some 

answers that might help. They want to see that you can figure things out. Take your time and don’t 

rush, take time to think

- Prepare one short question to the interviewer for the end. Its nice if you ask about their research 

or something specific that you find interesting. Keep it short.



Summer 
Schools              
• CERN Summer School: For advanced BSc and 

Master students in physics, computing or 
engineering, to spend the summer at CERN doing 
courses and research project. DEADLINE: January 
2025. Funding positions available for non-
member state countries.
• Also Open Lab and technical student school

• DESY Summer School: For advanced BSc and 
Master students in physics or related natural 
science degree, students spend the summer at 
DESY looking at synchrotron radiation 
experiments or high energy physics experiments. 
Includes lectures and research 
project.  DEADLINE: January 2025. Few funding 
positions available for non-member state 
countries.
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https://careers.cern/summer
https://summerstudents.desy.de/


The Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics
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ICTP supports research groups in several areas of physical sciences and mathematics. From its early 
focus on theoretical high energy physics, the Centre's research areas have evolved in response to the 
needs of physicists and mathematicians from disadvantaged countries, and now include the following 
areas:
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The ICTPs one-year Postgraduate Diploma Programme helps students from disadvantaged countries gain the 
knowledge and study skills they need to pursue PhD degrees anywhere in the world. diploma.ictp.it/

Open to young, qualified graduates with a degree equivalent to a BSc or MSc in physics, mathematics, or a 
related field, and fluency in English. The Programme comprises two semesters of classes, followed by a 
research project and dissertation. Students can apply to study in one of five subject areas:

• High Energy, Cosmology and Astroparticle Physics
• Condensed Matter Physics
• Earth System Physics
• Mathematics
• Quantitative Life Sciences

ICTP awards 10 scholarships in each field to successful 
candidates to cover travel and living expenses during 
their stay at the Centre. The selection of the candidates is 
based on their university performance as well as on 
academic recommendations.

The Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics

http://diploma.ictp.it/
http://diploma.ictp.it/


The Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics
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ICTP organises many scientific activities. Often there is no registration fee and if scientists are eligible 
and from a developing country ICTP supports a number of grants to support the attendance of the 
selected participant. www.ictp.it/home/scientific-calendar



The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS)
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TWAS is the voice for science in the South

Twas.org

https://twas.org/opportunities


The Organization for Women in Science for the Developing 
World (OWSD) (owsd.net)
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- PhD opportunities : https://owsd.net/career-development/phd-fellowship
- Early Career funding
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