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• Should science students (and academic 
faculty/staff) get trained in this as part of their 
degrees or jobs?

• Should university researchers be patenting ideas 
and inventions?  Because …

1. Break into groups of 2 – 3 people and convince your 
group of your view

2. Answer BOTH of these questions on the post-it 
notes provided – include a single, short justification 
of your answer

3. Put them on the black board under the proper 
category

EVERYONE IN YOUR 
GROUP SHOULD HAVE A 

DIFFERENT NUMBER
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1. Change groups (still 2 – 3 people per group)

2. Answer the question on the post-it notes 
provided – include a single, short 
justification of your answer

3. Put it on the black board

• What counts more for your career, a publication or a 
patent? Why?



• Should Centres of Research Excellence (e.g. 
MacDiarmid) $$ be used to do patentable 
research? to cover costs of patents?

• Should university researchers be patenting ideas 
and inventions?

• Why do people patent things?

• What counts more for your career, a publication or a patent? Why?

• If you publish something, can you patent it?

• If you patent something, can you publish it?



Diazadeh et al. Nature Biotech, Vol 20, 2002
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• Who makes the money??



R&D TEAM INVESTED TIME, 
ENERGY, INTELLECTUAL 
CAPITAL – NOT $$



MORE INVESTMENT ADDED 
AS PROJECT LOOKED 
MORE PROMISING!



New investors

DILUTION BY NEW 
INVESTORS



END OF INVESTORS’ 
RACE (NOT FOR THE 
R&D TEAM)



REWARDS!



INVESTORS!!!

RISK  REWARD



DIFFERENT FOR EVERY 
STARTUP COMPANY



Rare – but not unknown!

Advice:  
Keep an excellent notebook.
Make revenue allocations 

and decisions before
there is any generated.
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