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I am curious about OpenFOAM … 
but which version? 
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IMPORTANT!

If you want to use an available solver, or take features from available 
solvers for your own solver, be very careful and select the right OF version!

openfoam.com openfoam.org



Can I use it on my computer? 3

OpenFOAM runs natively on Linux systems…                                                                  

MAC, or the Linux subsystem for 
Windows can be used, but not 
recommended by the presenter



How to get 
OpenFOAM?
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Follow the simple steps on the download page

(example for OF-9 from the .org version)



What comes with 
OpenFOAM?
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Pre-packaged OF solvers (e.g. 
icoFoam) and utilities (e.g. 

blockMesh)

Main OF library

Typical 
location



Learn OpenFOAM - Official 
documentation
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It includes some post-
processing examples

• https://cfd.direct/openfoam/user-guide/

• https://www.openfoam.com/documentatio

n/user-guide

https://cfd.direct/openfoam/user-guide/
https://www.openfoam.com/documentation/user-guide


Learn OpenFOAM - Overview of 
Finite Volume Method from H. Jasak
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4B_oXR5Kzs&ab_channel=KennethHoste

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4B_oXR5Kzs&ab_channel=KennethHoste


Learn OpenFOAM - Take your time, 
follow the “3 weeks” series
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https://wiki.openfoam.com/index.php?title=%223_weeks%22_series

https://wiki.openfoam.com/index.php?title=%223_weeks%22_series


Learn OpenFOAM -
Presentations from Wolf Dynamics
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Learn OpenFOAM - Browse the C++ 
source guide official documentation
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• https://www.openfoam.com/documentation/guides/v2112/doc/

• https://cpp.openfoam.org/v9/

https://cpp.openfoam.org/v9/
https://cpp.openfoam.org/v9/


Learn OpenFOAM - Plenty of 
additional resources
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■Tutorials/lectures (have a look on Google or YouTube)

■Master/PhD thesis etc.

■Forums

■(Often) direct communication with solver developers

And remember:

▪ Don’t get frustrated: there is always a way out with OpenFOAM and, most likely, 
someone who had your same problem and will be happy to help

▪ Don’t get discouraged: the entry barrier may seem steep, but skills you’ll learn will 
allow you to tackle any kind of problems

▪ If possible, do not do it alone!



Thank 
you

A. Scolaro
C. Fiorina


