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Elementary Introduction 
to 

Accretion Discs



1. The matter accreting onto a compact object will have a 
significant angular momentum and may form a disc;

2. The gas elements in the disc lose angular momentum 
due to friction between adjacent layers;j y ;

3. A part of the released gravitational energy increases 
the kinetic energy – gas particles spiral inwards;

4. The other part is converted into thermal energy which 
is being radiated from the disc surfaces;

5. Viscosity converts gravitational potential energy into 
radiation.
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