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 The Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) is 
organizing a Workshop on Quantification of Earthquake Hazards in the Caribbean: 
The Gonave Microplate, to be held from 10 - 21 December 2012 in Santiago de 
Cuba, Cuba. 
  
  The January 12, 2010, Haiti earthquake occurred in the boundary region of the 
Gonave microplate, separating the Caribbean plate and the North American plate. 
This plate boundary is dominated by left-lateral strike slip motion and compression, 
and accommodates about 20 mm/y slip, with the Caribbean plate moving eastward 
with respect to the North American plate. Results of initial investigations into the 
Haiti earthquake sequence and recent studies related to the seismogenesis around 
the Gonave microplate suggest that seismic activity may likely continue at a high 
rate over the coming years. This highlights an urgent need to build capacity in 
modern methods for evaluation, monitoring and communication of seismic hazard in 
the Caribbean and in particular in the countries surrounding the Gonave microplate. 
 
 The two-week workshop will begin with a three-day international conference 
dedicated to the understanding of the deformation processes around the Gonave 
microplate and the related earthquake hazards, followed by an advanced school on 
the theory and applications of modern seismological and geodetic methods. 
 
 The goals of the workshop are also to facilitate new initiatives for cooperation 
in the Caribbean and develop networks for exchange of ideas and expertise. 
 
 The workshop will include invited lectures, contributed papers and panel 
discussions. Those who wish to contribute to the workshop should include a title and 
a one page abstract together with the application form. Presentations by participants 
from the Caribbean region on their specific area of research are particularly 
welcome. 
 
 The workshop is open to researchers and students from all countries which 
are members of the United Nations, UNESCO, or IAEA. The principal objective of 
the ICTP is to help researchers from developing countries through a programme of 
training activities within a framework of international cooperation. Participants should 
have an adequate working knowledge of English. Due to budget limitations, every 
effort should be made by candidates to secure either total or partial support for their 
expenses. However, funds are available exclusively for a limited number of 
participants who are nationals of, and working in, Caribbean countries. Participants 
are required to take part in all aspects of this activity for its entire duration. There is 
no registration fee. 
 
 

Submit applications online through the activity webpage 
 

 http://agenda.ictp.it/smr.php?2380 
 

smr2380@ictp.it 
Fax: +39 040 2240449  
Tel:  +39 040 2240374   

 http://www.ictp.it/ 
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