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An introduction to the natural history of helminth infections











 

 

 

 





Parasite Infected (m) Deaths/yr 

Ascaris 
lumbricoides 

>1000m 60,000 

Hookworm >800m 65,000 

Trichuris 
trichiura 

>500m 10,000 
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• Insidious effects include cognitive impairment and 
reduced educational attainment 



Prevalence of A. lumbricoides (%) 
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jejunum caecum 

A. lumbroicoides T. trichiura 
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Most individuals are 
lightly infected

A few individuals are 
heavily infected

Worm burden
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Chemotherapy options are 
based on prevalence 
estimates.

Mass treatment every year in 
high transmission areas….

…twice p.a. in high morbidity areas

Children take priority in low 
transmission areas.

Use other strategies concurrently.



• • Boreholes/wells/taps • Latrines

Environmental modifications


