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Enviromental changes in Africa
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Fig. 1. (A) Biodiversity hotspots (regions 1–35) and high biodiversity wilderness areas (regions 36–40). 1: Atlantic Forest; 2: California Floristic Province; 3: Cape Floristic
Region;4:Caribbean Islands;5:Caucasus;6:Cerrado;7:ChileanWinterRainfall-ValdivianForests;8:CoastalForestsofEasternAfrica;9:EastMelanesian Islands;10:Eastern
Afromontane; 11: Forests of East Australia; 12: Guinean Forests of West Africa; 13: Himalaya; 14: Horn of Africa; 15: Indo-Burma; 16: Irano-Anatolian; 17: Japan; 18:
Madagascar and the Indian Ocean Islands; 19: Madrean Pine-Oak Woodlands; 20: Maputaland-Pondoland-Albany; 21: Mediterranean Basin; 22: Mesoamerica; 23:
MountainsofCentralAsia;24:Mountainsof SouthwestChina;25:NewCaledonia; 26:NewZealand;27:Philippines;28:Polynesia-Micronesia;29: SouthwestAustralia; 30:
Succulent Karoo; 31: Sundaland; 32: Tropical Andes; 33: Tumbes-Chocó-Magdalena; 34:Wallacea; 35:WesternGhats and Sri Lanka; 36: Amazonia; 37: Congo Forests; 38:
Miombo-MopaneWoodlandsandSavannas; 39:NewGuinea; 40:NorthAmericanDeserts. (B)Geographicdistributionof indigenousandnonmigrant languages in2009.
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Why invest in Africa?
One of the key reasons Africa has been a focus region for 
investors is its current and potential economic growth. 
According to African Economic Outlook, the African economy 
is expected to grow at 5.8 percent in 2012. In the world’s ten 
fastest-growing economies (2001 - 2010) list published by 
The Economist and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
six of these economies are African. More importantly, for 
the period 2011 - 2015, seven of the ten fastest growing 
economies will be in Africa. Such high growth has created 
enormous business opportunities on the continent and 
thereby attracted investors. 

Return on investment in Africa is higher than in developed 
countries

The continent is rich in natural resources such as gold, 
platinum-group metals, copper etc

It is largely an untapped market, with low penetration and 
less competitive markets

The burgeoning size of the African market and urbanisation 
mean 50% of Africans will be living in cities by 2030 with 
increased access to markets 

High export volumes with significant growth forecast

Infrastructure investment is half to one-fifth of the BRICS, 
with much scope for improvement 

Intra-African trade opportunity is immense. South-south trade 
comprised 50% of total African trade – only 11% of this was 
intra-African

Stability: the number of hostile conflicts in Africa declined 
from an average of around 4.8 per year in the 1990s to 2.6 in 
the 2000s 

Growth: six of the ten fastest growing economies between 
2000 and 2010 were located in sub-Saharan Africa: Angola, 
Nigeria, Ethiopia, Chad, Mozambique and Rwanda

Capital markets: 18 stock exchanges in sub-Saharan African 
alone. South Africa, Egypt and Nigeria account for around 
75% of Africa’s listings 

Go south, young man
World’s ten fastest-growing economies*
Annual average GDP growth, %

2001 - 2010 2011 - 2015 
Angola 11.1 China 9.5
China 10.5 India 8.2
Myanmar 10.3 Ethiopia 8.1
Nigeria 8.9 Mozambique 7.7
Ethiopia 8.4 Tanzania 7.2
Kazakhstan 8.2 Vietnam 7.2
Chad 7.9 Congo 7.0
Mozambique 7.9 Ghana 7.0
Cambodia 7.7 Zambia 6.9
Rwanda 7.6 Nigeria 6.8

* Excluding countries with less than 10m population  
    and Iraq and Afghanistan

2010 estimate          IMF forecast

Sources: The Economist, IMF

Africa today and tomorrow

CURRENT

$1.6 trillion
Africa’s collective GDP in 2008, roughly equal to Brazil’s or 

Russia’s

$860 billion
Africa’s combined consumer spending in 2008

60%
Africa’s share of the World’s total amount of uncultivated, 

arable land

52 
The number of African cities with more than 1 million people

20 
The number of African companies with revenues of at least 

$3 billion

FUTURE

$2.6 trillion
Africa’s collective GDP in 2020

$1.4 trillion
Africa’s consumer spending in 2020

$1.1 billion
the number of Africans of working age in 2040

128 million 
The number of African households with discretionary income 

in 2020

50%
The number of Africans living in cities in 2030
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Jwaneng Diamond mine, Botswana 
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BOX 3
A global remote sensing survey of forests will yield improved information  

on changes in the area of major forest types over time

Countries use differing frequencies, classification systems and assessment methods when 
monitoring their forests, making it difficult to obtain consistent data on major forest 
types that span national borders. FAO, in collaboration with countries and key partner 
organizations, is currently undertaking a global remote sensing survey – based on a 
systematic sampling of some 13 500 sites around the globe – to provide additional and 
more consistent information on deforestation, afforestation and natural expansion of 
forests at regional and biome levels for the period 1990–2005. Results are expected at 
the end of 2011.

South America and Africa continue to have the largest net loss of forest
At a regional level, South America suffered the largest net loss of forests between 
2000 and 2010 – about 4.0 million hectares per year – followed by Africa, which lost 
3.4 million hectares annually (Figure 5). Oceania also reported a net loss of forest (about 
700 000 ha per year over the period 2000–2010), mainly due to large losses of forests in 
Australia, where severe drought and forest fires have exacerbated the loss of forest since 
2000. The area of forest in North and Central America was estimated as almost the same 
in 2010 as in 2000. The forest area in Europe continued to expand, although at a slower 
rate (700 000 ha per year) than in the 1990s (900 000 ha per year). Asia, which had a net 
loss of forest of some 600 000 ha annually in the 1990s, reported a net gain of forest of 
more than 2.2 million hectares per year in the period 2000–2010, primarily due to the 
large-scale afforestation reported by China and despite continued high rates of net loss 
in many countries in South and Southeast Asia.

FIGURE 4
Annual change in forest area by region, 1990–2010
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Pollen data from McGlynn, Mooney & Taylor (2013) Sediment-based evidence for Holocene environmental 
change from the Virunga volcanoes in the Albertine Rift, central Africa Quaternary Science Reviews 61: 32-46 
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Bisoke camp, August 2010 
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Thank you! 

Early morning view from the Nile-Congo divide, Rwanda 




